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approached in a different way. Laying aside a sophisti-
cated discussion, but meanwhile accepting fully the
various faults and sins of material civilization, we can
realize that the advantages and merits are far in excess
of its deficiencies.
The adventures of Tarzan look grand on the screen,
but, as a reality, such a life would quickly become quite
intolerable. Taking purposely only a few very minor
details of it, if we were to imagine ourselves to be
deprived of soap, insect powder, anaesthetics in the den-
tist's chair, the drug store, and just a few similar pro-
ducts of civilization, life would become very unpleasant.
The major factors were purposely omitted from discus-
sion. Their analysis would, of course, prove the case
in a much more serious and convincing way, but one
which would be beyond the modest subject of this book.
Not at all generally, yet sometimes, the primitive
life of the past may have had its simple attractiveness.
It is possible that in many cases people had less worry
and may have been happier than we are now* But this
status cannot be restored. A child may be charming
in its cradle, but a grown-up man who would imitate
it would be ridiculous and unattractive. The same is
apparently true with the progress of humanity, of which
material civilization represents a certain visible part-
As for the numerous, and sometimes alarming, dark
spots of modern life, they exist in spite, and not because
of, progressive engineering work. During my thirty
years of active life, I had the good, as well as the bad,
luck to learn and experience more important events
than an average man would apprehend in a hundred
years. I feel convinced that if the leaders of modern
social, political and philosophical thought would do